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Czech poet and photographer JindÅ™ich Heisler (1914â€“1953) joined the Czech Surrealist Group

in 1938, just as Nazi occupation of the country was driving the movement and Czech artists

underground. Heisler published his first book of poetry a year later. In his brief and courageous

careerâ€”Heisler died suddenly at the age of thirty-eightâ€”he produced some of the most remarkable

assemblage work of the Surrealist movement, including what is arguably the single-most important

photobook produced in the 20th century, From the Strongholds of Sleep (1940-41).This gorgeously

illustrated volumeâ€”with eighty color images of Heisler's assemblage piecesâ€”introduces

English-speaking audiences to his work, translating many of his writings for the first time and

offering in-depth analysis of his postwar years in Paris in the company of AndrÃ© Breton, Benjamin

PÃ©ret, the illustrator Toyen, and other major figures of the Surrealist movement.
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The story of Jindrich Heislter--a Jewish surrealist who remained in Czechoslovakia and continued to

produce art during the Nazi occupation is fascinating. It's particularly worth comparing to many of

the European surrealists, who fled to the safety of the United States for the duration. Heisler's art

has moments of greatness, particularly his unique cliche-verres, but the vast majority of it is

third-rate (if that) surrealist photo-tableaux, art school poetry, object assemblages, and horror vacui

typography. With that said, I got this book very cheap, I enjoyed it, and I'm glad I own it--Heisler was



a fascinating character and he did have a few moments of true artistic greatness.
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